
n April 30, Dr. Herbert Pardes, CEO
of NewYork-Presbyterian, hosted Arlene
and Larry Radbell, trustees of the Charna
Radbell Foundation, and 100 of their
guests for the dedication of Charna’s Kids
Club, a therapeutic and recreational
sibling program at the Morgan Stanley
Children’s Hospital.

The program, in operation since
November 2007, helps the Children’s

Hospital advance its mission of providing
family-centered care. The Radbells, in
partnership with the Hospital, recognize
that pediatric illness affects the entire
family, not just the patient. Through
Charna’s Kids Club we can now help care
for the physical and mental well being of
a patient’s entire family, particularly the
school-aged brothers and sisters of
chronically ill patients.

The program’s experienced staff works
to design recreational activities for
patients’ siblings, aimed at reducing the
stress associated with the hospitalization
of a family member. The program
leadership works to help siblings better
understand their hospital surroundings,
provide them with an outlet to express
their feelings, and introduce them to
peers with similar familial circumstances.
Program activities are held in the
Hospital’s Child Life Centers and are open
to all school-age siblings.

At the April 30th dedication guests toured
the facility and heard about the special
impact Charna’s Kids Club has had and
continues to have on our families, from
Hospital administrators, the father of a
patient, and Arlene and Larry Radbell.

ichard Becker’s life has been filled
with music, and now he plans to fill the
Morgan Stanley Children’s Hospital with
thousands of his favorite tunes by
establishing a comprehensive music
library for pediatric patients. Mr. Becker, a
music publisher, recently decided that he
wanted to share his love of music with
patients at the Children’s Hospital as a
way of giving back to NewYork-
Presbyterian Hospital for saving his life
two years ago.

When Mr. Becker began having severe
chest pains, he drove himself to a
community hospital in New Jersey where
he stayed for a few days in intensive care.
While his condition worsened and the
doctors were still unable to find anything
wrong with him, Mr. Becker kept thinking
of the time he had taken his friend, who
was having a heart attack, to NewYork-

Presbyterian. His friend was treated by
Dr. Steven Corwin—who was then a
practicing cardiologist—and Dr. Mehmet
Oz.“I remembered how nice and caring
those doctors were and I knew I wanted
to be treated at NewYork-Presbyterian,”
he said.

After requesting a transfer, Mr. Becker
arrived at NewYork-Presbyterian only to
find out that in addition to suffering a
mini-heart attack and having three
clogged arteries, his kidneys were failing.
With the help of a team of caring
cardiologists and three stents, Mr. Becker
fully recovered and has not had any health
problems since.

In the music industry, Mr. Becker always
worked with young people and thought
that getting involved with the Morgan
Stanley Children’s Hospital would be the

perfect way to continue that trend. By
installing a jukebox filled with thousands
of albums in the Children’s Hospital,
Mr. Becker hopes to brighten patients’ days
and help them heal through music. The
Richard S. Becker Music Library will also
house the gold and platinum records Mr.
Becker earned for the Beatles’ recording of
“Anna (Go To Him).”To ensure that all
patients have access to music, Mr. Becker
is also giving the Hospital portable
compact disc players for those patients
who are unable to leave their beds.

Despite the fact that his long career in the
music industry has been marked by
enormously successful collaborations, he
notes that “no project—not even working
with the Rolling Stones, the Beatles, or
Frank Sinatra—means as much to me as
creating this music library at Morgan
Stanley Children’s Hospital.”

Richard Becker’s Generosity Brings Music to
Pediatric Patients’ Ears
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The Charna Radbell Foundation Suppor ts Siblings of
Morgan Stanley Children’s Hospital Patients
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Lori Armstrong, VP of Patient Care Services at
MSCHONY, and Arlene and Larry Radbell, along
with their family and friends, dedicate the
Charna Kids Club




